DANIEL KIRK

TEN EASY WAYS TO USE THIS BOOK IN THE CLASSROOM
1. Print out color PDF #1 on 8.5 X 11 paper. Place the individual pages in plastic sleeves in a
three-ring binder, to keep handy as a classroom resource for kindergarten through Grade 3.
2. Use the color pages to decorate the corners of the classroom as a border or decorative trim. Try
to find a place that’s not too high for students to read the text!
3. If using the “Library Mouse” books to motivate students at the beginning of a writing workshop, let them know that the “Writer’s Dictionary” is on hand to give them some ideas.
4. Print out the line-art PDF #2, and have the younger students color them. Hang them on a wall
or bulletin board for display. Talk about the meaning of the words appropriate for their age level.
Younger students will understand “author” or “fiction”, but “literary devices” or inquiring mind”
might be saved for later!
5. Let students pick out their favorite page or letter, and have them explain what they like about
the illustration or concept...or have students pick out a page that relates to something they’ve
learned, or struggled with in their own efforts at writing.
6. During the course of the school year students might refer back to the Writer’s Dictionary. As
their writing experience grows they might write a paragraph about the pages that touched upon
something they’ve learned; for instance, how editing or journaling has improved their work.
7. Print out line-art PDF #3, with no text, and encourage students to write their own alphabet
words, and fill in the word balloons with their own text or dialog. If it’s too hard to come up with
words related to writing, students might choose any word with the same beginning letter, or as
many words as they can think of that start with the same letter.
Hand out pages from PDF #3 to students, and ask them to use the pages with no text as picture
prompts to write about something that begins with the letter of the alphabet they’ve been given.
For instance, “A” could be “awesome”, and in the first word balloon Sam could tell Sarah why the
story she’s written is awesome. Sarah could reply that she’s not ready to share it yet, or that she’s
busy writing something else, or that her next story will be even better than the first. “B” could
stand for “beautiful”, “boring”, “bath” or “barracuda”!
9. Using the images as story prompts, have students do their creative work in their writer’s notebooks. For instance, the picture for “M” could inspire a story about Sam and Sarah deciding to
enter a race, called“Marathon”. “E” could inspire a story about Sarah planting seeds in a garden
outside the library, called “Eggplant”. “G” could spark the idea for a story called “Gone”, about
Sam’s search for Sarah when she misses a play date. “H” could inspire a story about Halloween in
the library. Let the student’s imaginations take them someplace new!
10. “Library Mouse: Writer’s Dictionary” is meant to be a tool for inspiration, a starting point for
an exploration of each student’s intelligence and creativity as it relates to the art and craft of writing. Use your imagination and find new ways to make this a useful tool in the classroom!
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Author’s Note
Nearly a decade ago, I wrote a “Library ABC” story for my editor at Abrams. But when I discovered
that several books of this type had already been published, it seemed like it was time to try something
else. I wrote the tale of a mouse who loves reading, and gets inspired to write a book of his own. That
was the beginning of my adventure with Sam, the Library Mouse.
I’ve had five Library Mouse books published, now, but I always wanted to return to the idea of an
ABC book. Instead of a book about a library, though, I wanted to write something that might help
children get a handle on some of the issues and problems that come up when they experiment with
writing. My Library Mouse books have been used in classrooms all over the world to help inspire kids
to write, and to help them find their own passion through storytelling. I hope that this new book gives
boys and girls some ideas for how to make their own writing more fun, and to discover what it takes
to be an author!
The illustrations in this book were done by scanning pen and ink drawings into the computer, and
then adding colors and textures.
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