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TEN EASY WAYS TO USE THIS BOOK IN THE CLASSROOM
1. Print out color PDF #1 on 8.5 X 11 paper. Place the individual pages in plastic sleeves in a
three-ring binder, to keep handy as a classroom resource for kindergarten through Grade 3.
2. Use the color pages to decorate the corners of the classroom as a border or decorative trim. Try
to find a place that’s not too high for students to read the text!
3. If using the “Library Mouse” books to motivate students at the beginning of a writing workshop, let them know that the “Writer’s Dictionary” is on hand to give them some ideas.
4. Print out the line-art PDF #2, and have the younger students color them. Hang them on a wall
or bulletin board for display. Talk about the meaning of the words appropriate for their age level.
Younger students will understand “author” or “fiction”, but “literary devices” or inquiring mind”
might be saved for later!
5. Let students pick out their favorite page or letter, and have them explain what they like about
the illustration or concept...or have students pick out a page that relates to something they’ve
learned, or struggled with in their own efforts at writing.
6. During the course of the school year students might refer back to the Writer’s Dictionary. As
their writing experience grows they might write a paragraph about the pages that touched upon
something they’ve learned; for instance, how editing or journaling has improved their work.
7. Print out line-art PDF #3, with no text, and encourage students to write their own alphabet
words, and fill in the word balloons with their own text or dialog. If it’s too hard to come up with
words related to writing, students might choose any word with the same beginning letter, or as
many words as they can think of that start with the same letter.
Hand out pages from PDF #3 to students, and ask them to use the pages with no text as picture
prompts to write about something that begins with the letter of the alphabet they’ve been given.
For instance, “A” could be “awesome”, and in the first word balloon Sam could tell Sarah why the
story she’s written is awesome. Sarah could reply that she’s not ready to share it yet, or that she’s
busy writing something else, or that her next story will be even better than the first. “B” could
stand for “beautiful”, “boring”, “bath” or “barracuda”!
9. Using the images as story prompts, have students do their creative work in their writer’s notebooks. For instance, the picture for “M” could inspire a story about Sam and Sarah deciding to
enter a race, called“Marathon”. “E” could inspire a story about Sarah planting seeds in a garden
outside the library, called “Eggplant”. “G” could spark the idea for a story called “Gone”, about
Sam’s search for Sarah when she misses a play date. “H” could inspire a story about Halloween in
the library. Let the student’s imaginations take them someplace new!
10. “Library Mouse: Writer’s Dictionary” is meant to be a tool for inspiration, a starting point for
an exploration of each student’s intelligence and creativity as it relates to the art and craft of writing. Use your imagination and find new ways to make this a useful tool in the classroom!

Author
I’m an Author!
Are you? Maybe
you enjoy writing
down your feelings,
or describing things
you notice about
your world.

Maybe you’d rather
spin tales from
your imagination.
Either way, there
might just be an
author inside you-waiting to come out
and play!

Beginnings
Every book has a Beginning,
a middle and an end, and
every part is important.
With a great Beginning,
you’ll have your reader hooked
from the very first sentence.

I’m reading a Biography, a book about the life
of my favorite ocean explorer! And I’m totally hooked.

Characters
Characters may be young or
old, rich or poor, happy or sad,
but they’ve got to be interesting.

When we make up
characters, we have to
spend the time to
really get to know
them, an understand
why they act the
way they do.

They’ve got to feel real to
us as authors, or our readers
won’t care about what
happens to them.

Dialog

People write differently than they
talk. If you’re writing Dialog
between characters, you should read
it out loud, and make sure it sounds
like real conversation!

Editing

You’ll probably
want to change
some things,
to help you say
exactly what you
mean to say.

I’ve got a good word for D,
Sam, Dictionary!
Every author needs one,
for when you’re not sure what a
word means, or how to spell it.

Nobody gets it right the first
time. Even when you think your
writing is perfect, it’s important
to go back and do some Editing,
and weed your garden of words.

Fiction

Some people say
Fiction is just a story.
But while fiction might
have made-up plots,
characters and dialog,
it has to be believable.

Genre

It’s the truth in a
story, the connection
to powerful emotions
and ideas, that
makes fiction such
a pleasure to read.

Try writing in
different genres
and you’ll discover
which ones
you’re best at,
and which ones
are the most
fun for you.

There are many Genres, or types
of writing, including fantasy,
realistic fiction, historical fiction,
mystery, science fiction,
informational texts and biographies.

Humor

Not all stories are
funny, but a little
Humor may be just
what you need to lighten
up a plot or a character.

Inquiring
mind
An Inquiring mind is always
asking questions--why does
my teacher seem so happy today?
Why is the sky blue? What on
earth is Sarah thinking?

Even the darkest tale
often has something in it
that will make you smile!
Sam, I’m thinking about two more
I words! With an Inquiring mind,
you train yourself to see things better
and test your Imagination. And
that might just get you Inspired!

Journal

Journal-writing gives you good practice
with words, and the chance to spend
time with your emotions so that you can
make sense of what’s on your mind.

Kick-around
You know how sometimes you
have a good idea for a story, or
some thoughts about a character,
but you can’t quite pin them
down or make a decision?

Writing in a Journal can
help you keep track of the
things that happen to you,
as well as the feelings you
get when things happen.

You can Kick-around your ideas for
a while, share them with a friend, a family
member or teacher, and you might discover
what it takes to get you back on track!

Literary
Devices
Literary Devices are tools
to help us express ourselves
in our writing.
They include Analogy,
Euphemism, Hyperbole,
Metaphor, Simile, Tone,
and many others. Look
them up, and see if literary
devices can help make your
writing better!

Moral
Some stories are meant
to teach a Moral or
lesson. “Aesop’s Fables”
is a classic example.

But even if that’s not your style,
it’s good to show that your characters
have learned something after all
the action you put them through!

Non-Fiction

Outline
A story is like a road,
and as a writer you
want to avoid driving
into a ditch. Many
writers make an Outline
of their story before
they begin.

The world is full of amazing
things for us to learn about,
and writing Non-Fiction is a way to
share what we learned.
We can write about real people,
in biography or history, or real
events and facts in the worlds of
science, sports, entertainment
or technology.

That way they know how their work
will begin and end, and they can
keep their work on course as they write.

Practice

You don’t get better
at playing the trumpet
unless you Practice.
You don’t get stronger
if you let your weights
collect dust in the corner.

You don’t become
a better writer unless
you spend the time
practicing being a writer,
and writing, writing,
and writing some more!

Questions
Am I doing
this right?

Am I saying
what I wanted
to say?
Are my
characters
believable?

Is my story too
short or too long?

Is it going to
be any good?

If we had nothing but
Questions, we’d never
get anything done.
But fortunately, if you
keep writing, you’ll start
coming up with answers
as well as questions.

Read

The two things a writer
must do to become a better
writer are to write, and to Read.

The more you read,
the more you’ll
understand how
language can be used
to tell a tale or to
share information.
Then you’ll be
a better writer!

Surprise
If your readers know just
what to expect, and can
predict everything that
happens in advance,
it’ll be pretty boring
to read your story.

It’s good to keep us guessing
about what’s going to happen,
and make it a bit of a
Surprise when it does!

Unique

Thesaurus
A Thesaurus is a
reference book full of
synonyms, which are words
with the same meaning,
and antonyms, which have
the opposite meaning.

If you’re looking to use
more colorful language
in your writing,
aThesaurus will help!

You feel a little
Uncertain
about your
writing, you want
to Understand
if it’s special.
You’d like your
work to be
Unforgettable,
but you’re
Unconvinced
about your
talents.

There are so
many writers
in the world,
and so many
books! Always
remember,
though,there’s
only one you…
and you are
Unique.

Voice

Work

When you’re an author,
your Voice is the style
you choose to put your
words together, the particular
way you write dialog and
description. It’s—Sarah,
what are you doing?
Sam, I’m a Villain!
I make a story exciting.
Whenever I show up,
everyone takes notice.
Now because I’m a
villain, I’m going to steal
the next letter, W!

Go ahead, Sarah, I have
more. Sometimes a Writer’s
Work is to Watch and Wait,
Wrestling with questions like
Why? and coming up with a
Whopper of a tale.

Work takes time,
and it always takes
paying attention.
Are you paying
attention, Sam?

X-Ray Vision

You

Maybe you write non-fiction
about subjects you love. Maybe
you make up stories. But no matter
what you write, in a way it’s all about
You…the choices you make, the
subjects you pick, the words you use.

A writer learns to see
through surfaces to
what is underneath.

Some of us are good at hiding what makes us tick,
but a writer’s X-ray Vision gets inside characters
to discover the truth of who we really are.

You’ll want to get out of the way and let your characters
tell their own stories, but you’ll always be there,
behind everything you write. You’re an author, after all!

Zillions
Where do ideas come from?
Once you start writing,
you’ll find there are Zillions
of great ideas out there, just
waiting for you.

Author’s Note
Nearly a decade ago, I wrote a “Library ABC” story for my editor at Abrams. But when I discovered
that several books of this type had already been published, it seemed like it was time to try something
else. I wrote the tale of a mouse who loves reading, and gets inspired to write a book of his own. That
was the beginning of my adventure with Sam, the Library Mouse.

And there are a zillion
ways to tell a story.
What you write will be
just as special and
one-of-a-kind as you are!

I’ve had five Library Mouse books published, now, but I always wanted to return to the idea of an
ABC book. Instead of a book about a library, though, I wanted to write something that might help
children get a handle on some of the issues and problems that come up when they experiment with
writing. My Library Mouse books have been used in classrooms all over the world to help inspire kids
to write, and to help them find their own passion through storytelling. I hope that this new book gives
boys and girls some ideas for how to make their own writing more fun, and to discover what it takes
to be an author!
The illustrations in this book were done by scanning pen and ink drawings into the computer, and
then adding colors and textures.
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Content can be used freely and without permission for educational purposes.

